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Program (ITpoypappa)
17:00-17:30 Registrations (Eyypawp£g)

17:30-17:45 To gpevvnTiKO npoypappa PRIMESOFT: Avantuén
KALWVOTORWYV TEXVOAOYLWYV £VAVONG 0€ KAANEPYELEQ
HAAAKWV KApTWwV
George Manganaris

17:45-18:10 The blueberry fruit production within a global
context: Challenges and constrains
Marco Butera

18:10-18:35 Postharvest Challenges and Opportunities
in the context of global berry markets
Jordi Giné-Bordonaba

18:35-19:00 Berry Me, I Berry You — A Journey through
the World of Raspberries
Tobias Bonisch

19:00-19:30 H kaAAiépyerag Tng ppdovAag: IIpokANCELG
KAl MPOOMTIKEG AVANTUENG
Oeo@avnc ITanavikoAOmouAog

19:30-20:00 Round table discussion

20:00-21:00 Reception (Ae&iwon)



Abstracts (ITepiAnqypeig)

The PRIMESOFT project in a snapshot:

Development of innovative priming technologies
safeqguarding yield security in soft fruit crops through
a cutting-edge technological approach

Soft fruits, also referred to as small fruits or berries, represent a
wide and very diverse group of crops that have high nutritional
value but are very perishable with limited shelf-life potential.
These crops are also greatly affected by stress conditions (salinity,
flooding, heat, cold, excess light) that reduce productivity. The
concept of the application of priming agents (PAs) to enhance
yield performance and quality attributes of soft fruit crops

is entirely novel. The presentation will provide information
regarding the prospects of priming agents as a novel agricultural
and technological approach to improve stress tolerance, giving
special reference to strawberry cultivation. To our knowledge,
existing technologies representing major competition are limited
to relatively few formulations/biostimulants based on silicon
nutrition/supplementation and which do not always provide
cross-protection against multiple abiotic stress factors, such as
drought, salinity and heat.The novelty of our scientific strategy
lays on the fact that it encompasses (1) the exploration of both

a naturally derived priming agent (PA) in the form of melatonin
as well as a synthetic PA recently co-patented by the HO (use of
NOSH/NOSH-A in plants; W0/2015/123273) and (2) the employment
of both advanced nanomaterial engineering and encapsulation
techniques through electro-hydrodynamic processes to enhance
PA’s efficiency towards increment of yield, enhancement of
health-promoting properties and additionally ameliorate plant
damage under climate change-related abiotic stress conditions
in added-value soft fruit crops, namely strawberry and raspberry.



The blueberry fruit production within
a global context: Challenges and constrains

Blueberry (Vaccinium spp.) commercial cultivation is considered
long term in comparison to other soft fruit investments. Therefore,
when a grower or agronomist designs a new blueberry orchard,
they need to justify establishment costs and generate adequate
income at acceptable quantitative and qualitative levels for at least
10 to 15 years. To that extend, an orchard designed in 2024, planted
in 2025 will still be in production in 2035 or 2040. Consequently, the
agronomical investment must consider both depreciations, return
of investment but also potential challenges of the world’s market
in 15 years. Climate change was primarily a topic discussed by
sclentists and academics since the mid-1980's, however it is now
becoming harsh and real for everyone, especially people working
in agriculture. The climate anomalies that in the past were only
local events now are happening increasingly at global scale,,
According to climate change projections, high-chill zones will
transition to mid-chill in 10 years, and many mid-chill areas

will become low-chill. Eventually, low-chill regions will turn into
no-chill areas. These changes will significantly affect production
cycles and the global blueberry market in the coming years. The
global spread in many blueberry areas also bring new pests:
Drosophila suzukii and Scirtothrips dorsalis have already altered
the mindset of several blueberry producers. Looking ahead, due

to the global movement of plant material and the more suitable
climate condition for some diseases due to the climate change,

we may witness a global pressure of important diseases, such as
Xylella fastidiosa, Monilinia vaccinii-corymbosi (Mummy berry),
or Popillia japonica. Economically, the massive expansion of new
berry plantations by small and major blueberry players over the last
5 years will inevitably transform blueberries into an increasingly
common commodity; this market evolution, coupled with climate
change and the spread of new pests, will increase the complexity
to achieve economic success for producers and investors. The
challenges before us are immense and global, whereas the decision
to make a blueberry orchard will need careful and professional
design. This decision will need to be accommodated with serious
contemplate on how the world will be like in 10 or 20 years. Only
then the blueberry entrepreneur can make conscious and profitable
decisions.



Postharvest Challenges and Opportunities
in the context of global berry markets

Berries are among the most delicate horticultural produce with

a limited shelf-life mainly due to their high susceptibility to decay,
bruising, shriveling or water loss as well as textural changes during
postharvest handling. Despite of their limited shelf-life, berries
have been the most valuable produce category in Europe over the
past decade. In the context of current growth for the fresh berry
market category and the need to supply further distant markets,

a perfect execution from the field until the final customer is key

to ensure Driscoll’'s primary mission of delighting the consumer.
Perfect execution involves that all the steps and process across the
value chain are taken into consideration and set to high standards.
A clear example is Driscoll’s pursuit to maintain an excellent cold
chain across all postharvest operations (from field to cooler, at the
cooler, during transport as well as at the customer site) aiming

to ensure maximum shelf-life and delight when our strawberries,
raspberries, blueberries or blackberries reach the final customer.
Nevertheless, at specific moments during the season, lead times

to certain markets may challenge the berries shelf-life and hence
there is a need to deploy additional postharvest strategies that,

in combination with an excellent cold chain, can facilitate that

not only quality is maintained for longer but also that the fruit
delight is not impacted. Multiple postharvest technologies are
indeed available in the market yet not all of them may be suitable
for all berries or moments along the producing season. The correct
choice and implementation of these postharvest technologies

will not only depend on the berry type, the variety itself

but also on the origin and the supply chain conditions until

the destination market. An overview of the most relevant
postharvest innovations/technologies available will be

discussed for each of the targeted berries.



Berry Me, I Berry You — A Journey
through the World of Raspberries

Raspberries — these vibrant, ruby-red fruits are far more than just

a sweet delight. They symbolize nature, indulgence, and global
connection. In this talk, we'll explore the fascinating journey of
araspberry: from propagation, breeding, cultivation and care to
harvest, cooling, and consumption — whether in a personal garden,
through community initiatives like plant adoptions, or on sprawling
plantations from Down Under to the northernmost regions. There is
always a place for the beauty of this precious fruit. Raspberries are
more than just a fruit — they are a story of passion, sustainability,
and the joy of sharing nature’s treasures. Drawing from personal
experiences, including a life shaped by the deep love for Raspberries
this presentation combines insights into raspberry farming with
areflection on how these small fruits are a call to return to more
mindful agricultural practices. As market demand for healthier,
more natural produce grows, and climate change is an ongoing
event to handle, it becomes clear that robust plant varieties and
high end production systems might only be part of the solution.

The real success lies in understanding your plants and being
attentive to their needs. Long-term sustainability in raspberry
farming cannot rely solely on chemical interventions. Instead,

the focus must shift toward a systemic, protective approach that
emphasizes prevention rather than reactive, curative methods.

Join me as we celebrate the raspberry’s journey, its role in global
agriculture, and its unique place in our hearts. From seedling

to taste explosion — let's dive into the world of this most precious
red diamond and discover how she can inspire big changes in

the way we grow, nurture, and enjoy our food.



H xaAAi€pyelag tng ppdovAag:
TIpOKANIO€1G KAl TIPOOTTIKEG AVATTUENG

H EAAASa elval pia amno Tig Mo ONUAVTIKEG WVES Y1a TTPWIUN
napaywyn @pdoulag otnv E.E. To 2022/2023 kaAAiepynnkav
20000 oTpeuuata e agia mpoiovIog meplocoTePo anod 150

exaT. €. ITapoAo ov S1aBETEL CUYKPITIKA TAEOVEKTIATA,
oTtepeltal SIKWV TNG MOKIAWY @PAoUAAG. To UTIAPXOV LOVTEAD
napaywyng Bact¢etal oe dieBvelc motkiAleg, Ta XAPAKTNPLOTIKA
TWV OTOlWYV €lval TPOCAPUOCUEVA GTIC ATIALTTOELS TWV XWPWV
oL avanTuXBnkav. To MPOYPAIIA AVATTUENG TOLKIAIWY TNG
Berryplasma otoxevel 0Tn dnpoupyia yEVOTUTIWY pPAOUAAG O
ottoiotl va ouviudadouV BEATIWHEVA TIAPAYWYIKA XAPAKTNPIOTIKA
(MpwOTNTA, P€YEBOC KAPTIOU, CUVOALKT) TIAPAYWYT)) KAl TIOLOTIKA
XAPAKTNPELOTIKA OTWG PETACVAAEKTIKT) SldpKeld WG TOL KApPTov
KAt VYPNAO % EPNMOPEVOIOTNTAG. ZTA MAAiold TOV MPOYPARIATOG
exouv avantuxBel 4 mowkiAieg, 3 Short day (Kallisti, Elektra and
Phaedra) kat 1 Day neutral (Aethra) anoAuta mpocappoopevWv
oT1¢ ouvenkeg Tv Notiov Eupwnng ouvbuddovTag TavTéoxpova
OAd TA EMIBLUNTA EUMOPLKA KAL MOLOTIKA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA.



Speakers (OpAntéc)

George Manganaris

George Manganaris is founder of the
Fruit Sciences & Postharvest Group
(www fruitsciences.eu) at Cyprus
University of Technology under his
capacity as full Professor. His main
scientific interests include the quality
evaluation of fleshy fruits through the
employment of physiological, biochemical
and molecular approaches, the elucidation
of fruit ripening syndrome with emphasis
in the development of disorders and
overall the postharvest maintenance
of fresh produce. Additionally, he is
involved in pIOJects and synergies dealing with the application

of preharvest treatments and/or novel technologies for maintaining
quality of fruit crops and their responsiveness to abiotic stress
conditions. Currently, Dr. Manganaris is Coordinator of the
PRIMESOFT project (Horizon Europe, WIDERA, www.prime-soft.eu)
and Institutional Coordinator of the FRIETS project (Horizon 2020,
Marie-Curie RISE, www.friets.eu). To date, Dr. Manganarisis

the author of 64 Tier [ scientific papers in refereed journals
[https://www fruitsciences.eu/research-papers.html] with overall
100 contributions, 44000 citations and 33 h-index according to
Scopus Database. He is the Editor in Chief in ‘Scientia Horticulturae’
and a member of the Editorial board in ‘Postharvest Biology &
Technology’ and 'BMC Plant Biology' journals. He has been assigned
to evaluate/monitor competitive research proposals/projects for

EU [Horizon 2020, European Commission Executive Agency for
Small & Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), Eurostars] and for
National agencies, (Italy, France, Belgium, Denmark, Poland, Chile,
Greece, Slovenia, Serbia, Israel, Latvia, Qatar, Canada). He has

been appointed by the Hellenic Authority for Higher Education

to participate as Committee member for the accreditation of [4]
Departments and [6] undergraduate study programs. He has/is
acted/acting as (co-)PI of [5] accomplished and [3] on going PhD
programs, while he has acted as an external examiner of MSc
theses/PhD dissertations in Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Greece,
Australia. He is currently Council Member of the International
Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS), elected Vice Chair of

the ISHS (Division Temperate Fruit Crops) for the period 2022-2026
and Board member of European Fruit Research Institute Network.




Marco Butera
After earning his degree in Forestry
and Environmental Sciences from
the Faculty of Agriculture at the
University of Torino, he began his
professional career as a technical
advisor specializing in fresh and
frozen horticultural crops. Two years
later, he joined Consorzio Piccoli Frutti,
a highly specialized growers' consortium
based in Northern Italy, with producers
spread across the country from North
to South. As the second-largest berry

‘ producer in Italy, the consortium offered
a dynamic and challenging environment where Marco served as
an internal technical advisor. His role involved supporting growers
throughout the season by overseeing farm management, planning
and establishing new production sites, conducting trials for new
selections and varieties from European and U.S. breeding programs,
and implementing innovative cultivation techniques and processes.
During his tenure at Consorzio Piccoli Frutti, Marco established
a robust network of collaborations with nurseries and research
institutions dedicated to berry production. He also worked closely
with leading consultants and technology providers in the berry
sector. By regularly participating in prominent conferences and
trade fairs for the soft fruit industry, he remained at the cutting
edge of industry developments, consistently expanding his
knowledge and maintaining strong professional relationships.
In January 2023, Marco took a major step forward in his career
by transitioning to freelance consulting. Since then, he has
collaborated with berry growers across a wide range of countries,
including Greece, Vietnam, Serbia, and currently focusing on
France, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, Cyprus, Israel, Romania and
Slovenia. Adopting a practical, hands-on approach, Marco provides
comprehensive on-site and online support for all aspects of berry
crop planning and management, from initial project development
to full-scale operations. His expertise encompasses cultivation
in tunnels, greenhouses, and open fields, utilizing both soil and
substrate systems. He delivers tailored solutions, including data-
driven variety selection, customized fertigation strategies, pest
and disease management, staff training, production forecasting,
and more, ensuring that each grower's specific needs are met
with precision and effectiveness.




Jordi Giné-Bordonaba

Jordi Giné-Bordonaba is an Agricultural
Engineer (University of Lleida, 2006),
MSc in Environmental Diganostics
(Cranfield University, 2006) and PhD

in Postharvest Biosciences (Cranfield
University, 2010) with over 15 years

of experience in topics related to
Postharvest Physiology and Technology
including basic physiological aspects

of fruit ripening and the development

or deployment of new storage
techniques/treatments to maximize
fruit quality while reducing postharvest
fruit losses, mainly caused by physiological disorders or rots. Since
2021, Jordi is the Postharvest Specialist for Driscoll's of Europe, Middle
East & Africa. Before joining Driscoll’s, the entire Jordi's career was
in Research and Academia. After his PhD, he did a short postdoctoral
stage at the University Rovira i Virgili in Tarragona, before joining
the Postharvest programme at IRTA in 2011. During his 14 years at
IRTA, he participated in 20 projects funded with EU, international

or national funds as well as over 40 contracts with companies.

In 2019, he was granted a José Castillejo fellowship from the
Spanish government, to carry out part of his research at the
Fondazione Edmund Mach. In the same year and until 2022

he was a visiting lecturer at the University of Barcelona teaching

on Postharvest Physiology and Technology. He has over 60
peer-reviewed articles (h index= 27), a patent, 7 book chapters

and over 55 contributions to national and International

conferences.




Tobias Bonisch

Tobias Bonisch is a expert in raspberry
production and sustainable plant
management. Born and raised on a
farm, he has been growing raspberries
for over 20 years. He earned a degree in
Agricultural Science from the University
- of Kiel, specializing in Plant Science, with
a thesis focusing on Botrytis cinerea in
raspberries and its unique challenges

in Northern Germany. As the founder

- of A-Berry Consult, Tobias offers practical
consultancy services for bramble and
vegetable production, particularly
raspbemes His expertlse includes staff training, productlon
integration, plant health and the implementation of organic and
biodynamic practices. To stay connected to the field, he manages

a small farm where he focuses on raspberries and vegetables while
conducting cultivation experiments tailored to northern German
climate conditions. Tobias is also a part of the Biolchim team,
advising on biostimulants, specialty fertilizers, and plant health in
Northern Germany, Denmark, and Sweden. Additionally, he works
as an internal consultant for Westhof-Bio, one of Germany's largest
organic vegetable producers. Here, he implements sustainable
growing techniques, focuses on employee motivation and leadership
development, and contributes to plant health and development. His
international experience spans managing a large raspberry farm

in Australia, contributing to breeding programs at Advanced Berry
Breeding in the Netherlands, and working closely with Geert De
Weert ongoing for many years and consulting in multiple countries.
Tobias combines scientific knowledge with hands-on expertise

to drive innovative and sustainable approaches in agriculture.




Information:
tel. 25 002307
www.cut.ac.cy

Oegopavng [ManavikoAGmouvAog

O eopavnc ITanavikoAomovAog elvat
ano@olTog TG 2X0AT TexvoAoylag
'ewmnoviag (Adploa, Oscoaiia, 1978-1982).
Epydotnke yla 4 €Tn otnv eTaipia
Agroexport w¢ vmevBLVOC V1a TIC
KAAALEPYELEC TOPATAC KAl Ay YOUploy
og vdpomoviké cvoTnua (NFT) xat og
unooTpwuata pe RockWool kat mepAltn.
To 1989 {6pvoe TNV MpWIN TOL eTAIPlA
1€ OKOTO TNV APOXT) TEXVIKWV
OLIBOVAEVTIKWVY UTINPECIWV Y1 TOUG
TapAyWYoUC TNG TIEPLOXTIC TNC de@ac
otov Nopo HAetac. Tavtoxpova, QpXLoe
™mv evaoxo)\non TOU pE TNV Mapaywyn epBoMacpevwv q)UTu)v
KNMEVTIKWYV (KAPTIOVL Kal TOPATaA) SnuovpywvTag To TpwTo
EMAYYEALATIKO pUTWPL0 (Georion) 6To €160g Tou otV EAANGSA.

ATO T0 1986 MapakoAoVBoUCE TEXVIKA TIC KAAANEPYELEG TNC
(PPAOUACG 0TNV MEPLOXT) TNC HAelag kaTevBuvovTag MepocOTEPO
arno 1o 80% ¢ EAANVIKNC Tapaywyns. AGXOANBNKE pe TNV eEEAEN
TNC TEXVIKNC TNS KAAALEPYELAC KAl TNV 0pYAVWON TNE TTAPAYWYNG
OTNV EVPVTEPT) TIEPLOXT), CUPBAAAOVTAC KABOPIOTIKA KAl 0TN
dnuovpyia TNS MPWING ouddag mapaywywyv (Youtvn). To 2012
dnuovpynoe v eTaipla BerryPlasma pe 0Komo Tnv e@apuocuevn
gpeuva (R&D) ota pikpd onwpopopa (Soft Fruits).



